THE EVOLUTION OF A REVOLT

cultivation, and tap or raid into his lines where it
seemed fittest or easiest or most profitable, with
a sure retreat always behind them into an
element which the Turks could not enter. We
were fortified in our freedom of movement by
an intimate knowledge of the desert-front of Syria,
a country peculiarly and historically indefensible
against attack from the east. I had traversed most
of it on foot before the war many times, working
out the movements of Saladin or Ibrahim Pasha,
and, as our war-experience deepened, we became
adepts at that form of geographical intuition,
described by Bourcet as wedding unknown land
to known in a mental map.

Our tactics were always tip and run, not pushes,
but strokes. We never tried to maintain or
improve an advantage, but to move off and strike
again somewhere else. We used the smallest
force, in the quickest time, at the farthest place.
If the action had continued till the enemy had
changed his dispositions to resist it, we would
have been breaking the spirit of our fundamental
rule of denying him targets.

The necessary speed and range were attained
by the extreme frugality of the desert men, and
their high efficiency when mounted on their she-
riding-camels. The camel is an intricate animal,
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